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Bill Ledin has been a member of the family history 
group for several years and has always shown an  
interest in the group’s various activities and projects. 
He has been the guest speaker at meetings and also 
provided valuable input at our first planning day held 
in February 2016. With a bit of gentle persuasion this 
year, Bill ventured outside of his comfort zone and 
agreed to conduct our first Cemetery Walk as part of 
our Weekend of Family History - and he also agreed 
to don top hat and tails for the event. 
Bill, along with Lyn Russell who conducted the second 
Cemetery Walk that day, was given a large folder  
of research and other information on the graves and 
people they would be talking about. 
Their onerous task was converting the information 

1914-1918 

they were given into interesting stories they could 
share with the people attending the Cemetery Walks. 
The morning walk included six people who were not 
famous, but had interesting stories. There was a man 
who took a trivial dispute with the local council right 
through to the Privy Council in London, costing much 
more than the value of the initial claim and  
lasting until his death.  Another story of a minor  
dispute between brothers which ended up with one 
being dead, and there was the widower who married a 
much younger woman, then committed suicide having 
declared that he believed she was trying to kill him.  
Lyn guided people around the graves that had been 
paid for by the community: victims of drowning and 
bushfires, ex-service personnel and a bank manager.  

Photograph courtesy of The Colac Herald 
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Information 
Opening Times 

 

Monday & Tuesday  10:00am to 2:00pm 

Thursday, Friday & Sunday  1.30pm to 4.30pm 

Closed from 15 December 2017 4:30pm 

Re-opening Thursday 18 January 2018 1:30pm 

Out of hours opening by arrangement  

Phone contact displayed at History Centre  

Or if you know when you will be in Colac,   
email secretary@colacfamilyhistory.org  

$10 out of hours opening fee applies 

Special Projects 

There are currently several projects being  
undertaken at the Family History Group. These 
are the project names and contacts for some. 
 

ALMOST FORGOTTEN: PRE 1900 BURIALS.  
Identifying all pre 1900 burials in the Colac 
Cemetery.        Contacts: Merrill or Jill  
 

DUTY CALLED: LOCAL SERVICE PERSONNEL 
Creating records of all local men and women 
who have served in the armed services or  
nursing corps during peacetime and war. 
Contact person: Beryl Clissold 
 

SURNAME CONNECT / SURNAME REGISTER 
Connecting registered people researching the 
same family name.  Contacts: Robyn or Raye 

Contact Information 
 

Colac History Centre  COPACC, 
Gellibrand St Colac,  

PO Box 219, Colac 3250 

Phone: 0352315736  
Email: media@colacfamilyhistory.org.au 

Website: www.colacfamilyhistory.org.au  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

colacdistrictfamilyhistory 
 
 

Committee 
 

President:    Joan Rowlands 
Email: president@colacfamilyhistory.org.au 

Secretary:    Norma Bakker 
     Email: secretary@colacfamilyhistory.org.au 

Treasurer:   Merrill O’Donnell 
     Email: treasurer@colacfamilyhistory.org.au 
Research: research@colacfamilyhistory.org.au 

 

Almost Forgotten Project  
Email: almostforgotten1900@gmail.com 

Facebook:: www.facebook.com/
almostforgotten1900 
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 QR CODE 
 

Click on this Quick Response code to 
check out the latest on our website. 

Cover Image   
Bill Ledin in all his finery is pictured at the Colac 
Cemetery on the final day of our Weekend of 
Family History. Some of the people on the  
walking tour are in the background observing one 
of the graves that Bill was about to discuss. 

NEWSLETTERS FROM OTHER  
GENEALOGICAL/FAMILY HISTORY GROUPS 

Throughout the year we receive numerous  
newsletters from other family history groups  
located throughout Australia. These could be  
useful if you are researching family members who 
lived in other areas. Call in and check out the 
range of newsletters we have in our collection. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2018 
History Centre Closes  

Thank you to all of the “Duty” volunteers during 2017. The History 
Centre will close at 4:30 on Friday 15th for the Christmas Break. 

Friday 
15 December 

Beginning of Two Day Working Bee  
In preparation for the new year, there will be Working Bees on Monday and 
Tuesday between 10am and 2pm.  Members are invited to join in and assist. 
Please Note:  Research facilities or assistance will NOT be available on either of these days. 

Monday 
15 January 

Annual General Meeting (AGM)  
and first General Meeting for 2017 commencing 2pm 

All positions of office bearers and the committee will be declared vacant at 
the AGM. Nomination forms will be available from the History Centre if you 

would like to become involved, or if you wish to nominate someone else. 
All members are encouraged to come along to the AGM and learn about what has been happening 
with your family history group and plans for the year ahead. Afternoon tea will follow the meeting. 

Tuesday 
13 February 

General Meeting 2:30 pm 
2pm to 4pm at the History Centre. Guest speaker, afternoon tea, all welcome. 
Mothers’ Day raffle tickets distributed in April,  drawn at May meeting. 

Tuesday 
8 May 

History Centre Re-opens  
A member of the family history group will be in attendance at the History 
Centre to assist with research from 1:30 to 4:30. Research charges may apply. 

Thursday 
18 January 

General Meeting 2:30 pm 
2pm to 4pm at the History Centre unless otherwise advised.  

Guest speaker, afternoon tea.  

Tuesday 
14 August 

General Meeting 2:30 pm 
2pm to 4pm at the History Centre unless otherwise advised.  

Guest speaker, afternoon tea.  

Tuesday 
13 November 

Autumn Newsletter 
Coladjins Autumn Issue No 104 will be ready for collection at the History 
Centre and emailed to all members. All contributions by 28 February please. 

Thursday 
15 March 

Winter Newsletter 
Coladjins Winter Issue No 105 will be ready for collection at the History  
Centre and emailed to all members. All contributions by 31 May please. 

Friday 
15 June 

Spring Newsletter 
Coladjins Autumn Issue No 106 will be ready for collection at the History 
Centre and emailed to all members. All contributions by 31 August please. 

Saturday 
15 September 

Summer Newsletter 
Coladjins Autumn Issue No 107 will be ready for collection at the History 
Centre and emailed to all members. All contributions by 30 November please. 

Saturday 
15 December 
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W hen Richard Sutton died suddenly in 1882, 
he left behind a wife, seven daughters and 

one son aged from eighteen years to eleven 
months old. His estate consisted of two small 
parcels of land in the Pirron Yallock township, 
one with a small weather-board house and  
personal property valued at forty seven pounds,  
which included three cows, household furniture 
and money. 
Richard was born in 1824 in Scaleby, Cumber-
land, and in the 1841 England census he was liv-
ing there with his parents, five brothers and his 
two sisters. There were also two female servants. 
His father was listed as being of “independent 
means”. 
Richard arrived in Australia and soon after came 
to Colac, where he was employed as the pound 
keeper in 1851. Melbourne newspapers articles 
describing impounded animals appeared in 1851 
and early 1852, were signed Richard Sutton, 
poundkeeper. 
Sarah Ann Gibson was living at Pirron Yallock 
when Richard married her at St Andrews, Colac 
in the winter of 1863. She was 24 years old, four-
teen years younger than Richard and a servant, 
the same occupation she had as an eleven year 
old in Purleigh, Essex, the town of her birth. 
Richard was a farmer at the time of the marriage 
and later took up the trade of a carpenter. The  
family initially lived in Colac, moving to Pirron 
Yallock a few years before his death. 
Richard was well-educated and articulate and 
readily expressed his thoughts or displeasure in 
letters to the local newspaper. A letter supporting 
a well and the need for steps and a fence at  
Pirron Yallock carried the entertaining argument:   
“Whoever saw a saltwater lake coming up a stream 

of fresh water? If Mr. Macafee will go to the mouth 

of the Mississippi he would find that the freshwater 

does not only go to the sea, but that fresh water can 

be had from three to five miles from the shore, and 

further in calm weather.”  

   Almost Forgotten   Pre-1900 Burials in the Colac Cemetery 

Unafraid to use sarcasm, subtle references and 
wit, the letter ended with the post-script: 
'P.S.-Since writing, the above the creek is again  

running, and we shall soon have the old-cry for 

drains in the streets. 
Shortly before his death, Richard was being 
treated by Dr Foster for heart disease, but he was 
deemed healthy enough to be able to continue his 
trade as a carpenter. He was 57 years of age and 
working on a house for Mr Armytage at Elliminyt 
when he felt unwell and decided to return to  
Pirron Yallock. He was taken to Colac but was 
too late for the coach, so he returned to Mr 
Armytage’s house and died soon afterwards. 
Sarah then raised the children on her own and 
she died in 1937 aged 97 years, outliving two of 
her children. 
Richard and Sarah are buried side by side in the 
Colac cemetery and on the centre of the grave is a 

plaque with “In Loving Memory of Richard & 
Sarah Ann Sutton”.  Plaques with the simple 
words “Mother” and “Father”, the dates of death 
and their ages sit at the head of each grave. 
Robert, their son, is buried with them.  
Other names associated with the Sutton family 
through the marriages of the eight children are: 
Edwards, Reeves, Coleman, Taylor, Watkins,  
Williamson, Hayden, Missen and James. 
The research for this story was fast-tracked following a 
recent surprise visit from a member of the Barmy Army, in 
Australia for the cricket., Gordon is descended from one of 
Richard’s brothers and had made a special detour to Colac 
to find out a bit more about where he had lived.  

Richard Sutton 1824 - 1882 
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A MESSAGE ON A BOTTLE 

The family moved to Geelong in 1915 where 
George Hay became the Manager of Bollington’s 
Co-Operative Hop Beer Co.  The Bollington’s 
factory building, located in McKillop Street, is 
now known as The Wintergarden, Geelong. 
G.F. Underwood, who was a Director of  
Bollington’s, helped finance George into the  
Colac Aerated Waters business, owned by Percy 
Buchanan, in 1918. 

The Hay family developed and expanded the 
company during difficult times, with George in 
charge, and sons Cam, Vin, Herb and Hedley 
working in the business. 
Unfortunately, George became ill with a form of 
Alzheimer’s disease and Elizabeth stepped in and 
ran the factory for many years, becoming an  
integral part of the business. She would make up 
the pays on a Friday so that the employees were 
paid on Saturday as 
well as the book work.  
In 1931, Elizabeth  
reduced the bottle  
deposit value from 
three pence to one 
penny in an attempt to 
reduce liabilities.  She 
was able to steer the 
business, nurse her  
husband and act as a 
referee between her 
four sons, who all  
assisted her. They had 
tough years surviving 
the depression and then into the constraints and 
challenges of the war years. 
George passed away in 1937 and Elizabeth  
then became the Managing Director.  It was at 
this time that she was recognised with the “E. 
Hay” bottle.  I’m sure there weren’t many female  
Managing Directors in those days. 
Elizabeth passed away 5 April 1942. Although I 
didn’t meet this lady, I am a proud great  
grandson and admire her achievements. 
                                                          Chris Hay 

I  was visiting the Colac  
History Centre recently and 

was delighted to see that the 
Historical Society has a display 
of items from the Colac  
Aerated Water Company.  
Among a number of items is a 
clear glass, 26 ounce bottle,  
embossed “E. Hay”.  The story 
behind this bottle fascinates me.   
The “E” stands for Elizabeth 
Hay, who at the time, was the 
Managing Director of the Colac 
Aerated Water Company.  This 
was the period from 1937 to 
1942.  They didn’t worry about 
“glass ceilings” in those days - 
the family had glass bottles to 
be filled! 

 
Elizabeth, born at Clunes 
on 4 November 1877, was 
the daughter of William 
and Thomasine Broad.  She 
had one brother and four 
step-brothers.   
Elizabeth married George 
Hay in Clunes on 24  
December 1896. George 
worked at Eberhard & Co, 
a soft drink manufacturer, 
where George’s father, 
Alexander, was a partner in 

the business.  The family was active in the  
community with George serving as a Councillor 
and as a member of the Fire Brigade, as well as 
participating in several sports. 
George and Elizabeth had six children:  George, 
Campbell (Cam), Herbert Vincent (Vin), Florence 
(Mavis), Thomas (Hedley), Clarence Milton (Mil).  
Elizabeth was in control of a busy household. 

Elizabeth & George Hay 
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BITS AND PIECES 

T he family history group has discovered some  
technical issues that we were unable to solve, 

and Bernie, our IT volunteer from Warrnambool, 
decided to put out a plea for help on the internet. 
That plea was answered by Jakob Krarup living in 
Denmark. He offered a solution to our problem 
and volunteered to give further assistance if 
needed. We have made Jakob an honorary  
member of the group and look forward to  
meeting him one day. We asked Jakob to tell us 
about himself for our newsletter. This is his story: 
I'm a 45 year old, Danish 
software architect,  
employed in a local 
branch of CGI (Canadian 
company, with 70.000  
employees) in the  
healthcare department. 
My daily work consists of  
expanding our Cancer 
BioBank software, which 
keeps track of blood and 
tissue samples, into other 
fields, such as genomics and diabetes treatment. 
I've been programming since a high-school buddy 
taught me the language QBASIC, and I was 
highly motivated by being able to create games 
and tools for all sorts of small tasks. 
It is always a great motivation for me, when I 
know that my efforts will help other people, so 
when Bernie wrote to say "thanks" - I asked if I 
could assist further. 
I have two educations; one as a teacher and one 
as a software developer. I used both for the first 
eight years of my professional career, teaching 
software development courses for adults. 
The last three years I taught Microsoft courses as 
a Certified Microsoft Trainer, before becoming a 
full time developer in 2009. 
I code a lot in my spare time, and my kids, Laura 
(12 years) and Christian (9 years) think it's fun, 
that their dad can make games. I've made one 
with my son, where he stated what he wanted and 
I'd code it. It was, of course, a Ninja-game ;-) 
That was a fun, bonding experience. 
Apart from software, I am very curious about 
renewable energy, and I dabble a bit with solar 
panels, and electronics.   Jakob Farian Krarup 

P aul Brennan is a Melbourne member who 
has become involved in the group because of 

his ancestor, Garrett Brennan and his family, who 
lived in the Colac district in the late 1800s and 
early 1900s. Alfred Brennan, their son and a great 
uncle of Paul, died in WW1 in Bullecourt and is 
remembered on the Colac Memorial.  
This year, Paul helped to place 138 crosses in the 
rose garden in front of the memorial for the  
Anzac Day dawn service. It was cold and wet at  
4 am that day, but Paul was pleased to be  
involved in the preparations that would honour 
his great uncle and the 137 other Colac district 
men who had died 100 years earlier. 
When he mentioned that he was going to visit the 
grave of his uncle in France, he was offered a 
knitted poppy to take, one that had been on  
display during the last three Anzac Days.     

After visiting the site of the grave and placing the 
poppy on it, Paul wrote to us:  “Well my day at  

Bullecourt has come & gone, what a day. It has 

been all that I had hoped for & more , a day that 

will live with me for the rest of my life.”       

Editor’s comment: Paul returned from his  
overseas trip just in time for the Weekend of 
Family History and worked tirelessly alongside 
other members of the group throughout the full 
day of the Expo. His contribution was invaluable. 

NEW VOLUNTEER... FROM DENMARK FROM COLAC TO BULLECOURT 
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C hris Hay had the sad task of returning to 
Colac for a memorial service for his father, 

Lawrence Hay who passed away on September 30 
in Queensland. Chris called into the History  
centre with a copy of the book he has written on 
his family’s history which includes the history of 

Hay’s soft drinks. 

Chris was interested to see the Historical Society’s 
display of Hay’s bottles and explained the  
significance of the bottle with “E Hay” on it. We 
asked him to put it into a story. (see page 5). 
There will soon be a copy of the Hay book in our 
library and we will also have copies for sale. 

BITS & PIECES  

M anager of Community Archives David 
Taylor and Jelena Gvozdic from the Local 

History Grants Program with the final report. 
The project was a combined effort of the Red 
Rock District Progress Association with assis-
tance from the Family History Group.  
Jelena later wrote and congratulated the groups 
on the report and the program’s success. 

G ordon Brown 
from Carlisle, 

England is in Australia 
with the Barmy Army, 
hoping to see his be-
loved cricket team take 
home The Ashes.   
Following the test in 
Adelaide, Gordon 
planned a few days in  
Melbourne and Sydney before flying to Western  
Australia  for the Perth test match. 
We were delighted that he decided to take a small 
detour to Colac to see where his relatives,  
Richard and Henry Sutton, had migrated to in the 
1800s. We were able to give him information 
about the Sutton family and he was especially 
taken with the display of memorabilia of another 
relative, Col Stewart, our world famous motor 
cyclist.  Gordon has registered his contact details 
with our SURNAME CONNECT project.  

RED ROCK DISTRICT STORIES 

BARMY ARMY VISITOR 

SANDS & MCDOUGALL DIRECTORIES 

T he Historic Victorian Sands and McDougall  
directories have been released and are now  

available to search or browse on the State Library  
Victoria Website. One in every five directories, 
dating from 1860 to 1974 are available.  This is 
fantastic news and a great resource for local and 
family history researchers. 

The directories provide listings of people,  
businesses and organisations and also include 
trade, agricultural, government, religious, legal 
and club and society listings. They are described 
as “A selection of historic street directories” 
which included country listings from 1902.  

Chris Hay beside the bottle display. 

Laurie Hay  1925-2017 

Gordon in his Barmy Army Shirt 
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WEEKEND OF FAMILY HISTORY 

I n mid 2016 it was decided that we would   
organise a Family History Expo in Colac to be 

held in October 2017. It was something we had 
thought about and discussed for a long time, but 
understanding the amount of work required, we 
were unsure if it would be beyond our  
capabilities or overtax our volunteers. 
After putting it to a meeting, it was decided to 
make it a full weekend of family history activities. 
The aim was to attract people to come to Colac 
for the whole weekend and to provide  them with 
a variety of activities across three days. It would 
be our major project for 2017 and we were going 
to need everyone to assist and we knew that we 
would also have to call on other individuals and 
groups to pitch in and help as well.  
The Weekend has come and gone and now there 
is time to reflect.  
FRIDAY - BOUTIQUE WRITER’S FESTIVAL 
The first events were held on Friday afternoon at 
the Colac Library. Librarian Pepita Marshall had 
been approached some time earlier about the  
availability of space at the library for a “Boutique 
Writers’ Festival”. The idea was to have a  
workshop and a mini expo with information on 
how to research, write, format and publish a 
family history. A book launch would end the day. 
Leading up to, and on the day of the event, 
Pepita and her staff at the library could not have 
been more helpful. We were given complete 
access to the meeting room space for the full day 
for the exhibitors and book launch and the  
seminar room was booked for the workshop. 
The workshop was totally sold out and author 
Hazel Edwards gave a lively and entertaining 

presentation on “How to Write a Non-Boring 
Family History” to the packed room. Hopefully it 
has inspired some of the audience to begin the 
process of recording their family histories. 

The mini-expo was in the meeting rooms 
throughout the afternoon and following the 
workshop, our latest publication, “Our Pioneer 
Stories”, was launched there. 
Thirty-three stories of Colac district pioneers 
were contributed for the book, which is the first 
of a series. Meriba Service Club offered $250  
prize money to the best story and the Colac  
Writers’ Guild judged the entries. Peggy  
Aeschlimann was the winner with her story about 
Margaret Aeschlimann who was widowed at an 
early age and overcame floods and fires while she 
raised her large family. 
It was exciting to receive the new boxes of freshly 
printed book and to be able to distribute them to 
all of the contributors.  
In 2018 we will be calling for contributions to the 
second edition of “Stories of our Pioneers”. 

The “full-house” at the writing workshop by Hazel Edwards 

Hazel Edwards  

Evelyn and Joan announcing 

the  writing contest winner. 

Flowers by Lyn Armistead 

The new book arrives  

 A display at the Writer’s Expo 

Mornington Peninsula Group 
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O n Saturday the Expo was held at COPACC 
and staff members Jill and Matt assisted.  

Family history group members and friends, the 
local scouts under the guidance of Kathy,  
members of the Colac Players and lots of others  
contributed to making it a very successful day.  

More than forty exhibitors from all over Victoria 
and interstate, representing family history groups 
and a variety of other local, state, national and 
international organisations participated.  
A cultural historian was on hand, sponsored by 
the Australia Lamb Company, Colac, to help date  
photographs and she also brought a beautiful  
display of antique material and lace.  
Five speakers, sponsored by Irrewarra Sourdough 
all spoke to packed audiences on a variety of  
topics from DNA to land records, military  
history and sewerage maps. 

The showbags, given to the first 200 visitors, 
were filled with items from Irrewarra Sourdough, 
Barwon Water, The Colac Herald, Hulms Bakery, 
Bendigo Bank, Otway Harvest Trail and several 
other organisations, were a huge hit. 

There were raffles and prize draws throughout 
the day, with many prizes being donated by the 
exhibitors, including hampers, DNA kits, books 
and vouchers. 
A meeting place was set aside for the SURNAME 
CONNECT project and it was good to see people 
chatting and exchanging information there. 
The photographic display in the window of the 
History Centre, sponsored by the Colac Shire.  

WEEKEND OF FAMILY HISTORY 
SATURDAY - THE EXPO 

Hugh Murray (David Robinson) and Catherine Ah Yee (Kat 

Bryan)  entertained the crowd with their reflections on Colac 

in the early days. 

Beryl and Diana greet visitors A happy prize winner 

Some of the exhibitors assisting visitors 
“Full House” for the speakers throughout the day 



10 

 

S unday was overcast and showery, but it didn’t dampen the enthusiasm for the Cemetery Walks 
sponsored by Quinn Funerals or the History Bus Trip organised by the Historical Society.  

Bill Ledin (front cover) and Lyn Russell conducted the talks at the cemetery. 

There was also an influx of visitors to the History Centre, which was open for extended hours on the 
day. Many of the visitors had travelled from interstate for the weekend and made the most of their 
time in Colac. We really enjoyed meeting some of our interstate members for the first time and being 
able to assist with their family history research.  
 

                            BUS TRIP          
 The History Bus Trip took the passengers on a 
guided tour around Colac, providing information 
about historic buildings and sites in the town  
before travelling to the Red Rock district and the 
lookout where they could take in the amazing 
360o view of the district. The driver and guide 
were flexible and took in the Irrewarra area  
before returning to Colac. 

A COLLAGE OF  PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE EXPO 
Thanks to Deb Chant and Harry Dobber 

 
 

WEEKEND OF FAMILY HISTORY 
SUNDAY - CEMETERY WALKS, HISTORY BUS TRIP AND THE HISTORY CENTRE 

Bill’s group, undeterred by the weather Lyn Russell (inset) and some of her group 
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Memories…  

DISCLAIMER: Contributions to this newsletter are accepted in good faith and the committee does 
not accept responsibility for the accuracy of information of submitted articles nor opinions expressed 

Thank you to these organisations for their continued support 

Ph: 0448 468 924 

Colac Otway Performing Arts & Cultural Centre 

2 - 6 Rae Street  Colac  Ph: 03 5232 2077 

The Colac Herald 
37 - 41 Bromfield Street, Colac  Ph: 03 52315322 

Colac Otway Shire 
2 - 6 Rae Street Colac  Ph: 03 52339400 

http://www.parsarnerwebdesign.com/ 

Window Cleaning 

Colac's best Lawn Mowing and Car Detailing,  

House Cleaning Colac Dog Wash ColacTest & Tag Colac 

Ph: (03) 5232 1506 

Pam Bowen kindly provided this 1932 photograph of the staff of the Colac Egg Packing Co. Which includes her 
mum, Ida Violet Vesey. The caption on the photograph reads, “Situated in Gellibrand Street where Apollo Seafoods 
and butcher shop now are.” Some other employees were: Tom Murfitt, (Mary), daughter and son Ray (on truck), 
Madge Holt, Hnerietta Barrett, Nancy Haywood,  _ Spokes, _ Hurst, - Fisk, _ Dowling. On the corner of Gellibrand 
and Murray Streets was Jack Riley’s grocery shop.  Do you recognise these businesses and any of these people? 


