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Winter 2017 Issue no 101 

M ore than forty past and present residents of the 
Red Rock district have shared their stories as 

part of a three year oral history project. 
The project was the result of a chance meeting by 
members of the Red Rock District Progress  
Association and the Colac & District Family History 
Group Inc at the Warrion Flower Show in 2013.  
After a discussion about the diverse history of the area 
and the many incarnations the district had been 
through since white settlement, it was suggested that 
stories from past and present residents needed to be 
captured before it was too late. 
A quick appraisal followed of what would be involved 
and how much the project would cost. Within a few 
weeks of the initial discussion, the groups had applied 
for a Local History Grant from the Public Records 
Office of Victoria. Six months later, notification was 
received that the application had been successful and 
from that day until the recent completion of the  

1914-1918 

project, a dedicated small team have sourced, recorded 
and transcribed forty five interviews. 
Selecting the interviewees was the most difficult part 
and there are many more people who could have been 
included if there had been more time and resources. 
However the interviews were able to cover a variety of 
topics and locations throughout the district. 
The beautiful Red Rock Regional Theatre and Gallery 
was a fitting location to celebrate the completion of 
the project and to give a demonstration on how to 
access snippets of the stories from the internet.  
The Mayor, Cr Chris Potter, congratulated the group 
and stressed the importance of the preservation of  
local history. He also acknowledge the four storytellers 
Fred Bently, Ed Cole, Ron Laidler, Gordon Tucker  
who have since passed away.   
Rob Baillie also received a special acknowledgement 
for the professionalism and expertise he provided 
which ensured the quality of the recordings.              

Photograph courtesy of the Colac Herald 
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INFORMATION 

Opening Times 

Monday & Tuesday  10:00am to 2:00pm 

Thursday, Friday 1.30pm to 4.30pm 

Sunday 2:00pm to 4:00pm 

Closed Public Holidays 

Out of hours opening by arrangement   

$10 fee applies 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Monday 3 July 2:00pm  - History Centre 
 Launch of “Fill in the Gaps”  

Photograph display and Appeal  
      Month of July - Schools 
 

Friday 4 August 4:30pm  - History Centre 
    Writing Competition Closes  
 

Monday 7 August - History Centre 
 “Fill in the Gaps”  

Photograph display and Appeal  
      Month of August - Weddings 
 

Tuesday 8 August 2:00pm  - History Centre 
    General Meeting  
     Anthropologist, Heather Threadgold 
 

Monday 4 September 4:30pm  
 “Fill in the Gaps”  

Photograph display and Appeal  
      Month of September - Family Groups 
 

Friday 15 September - History Centre 
    Spring Newsletter  
 

Friday 20 October to Sunday 22 October 
    Weekend of Family History  
     Workshop, Talks, Expo, Tours etc  

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Colac History Centre  COPACC, 
Gellibrand St Colac,  

PO Box 219, Colac 3250 

Phone: 0352315736  
Email: media@colacfamilyhistory.org.au 

Website: www.colacfamilyhistory.org.au  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

colacdistrictfamilyhistory 
 
 

Committee 

President:    Joan Rowlands 
Email: president@colacfamilyhistory.org.au 

Secretary:    Norma Bakker 
     Email: secretary@colacfamilyhistory.org.au 

Treasurer:   Merrill O’Donnell 
     Email: treasurer@colacfamilyhistory.org.au 

Research & Librarian: Robyn Currie 
Email: research@colacfamilyhistory.org.au 

 

Almost Forgotten Project  
Email: almostforgotten1900@gmail.com 

Facebook:: www.facebook.com/
almostforgotten1900 
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 QR CODE 
 

Click on this Quick Response code to 
check out the latest on our website. 

COVER IMAGE  
The cover image was kindly provided by The  
Colac Herald. Copies of the photograph are  
available for purchase from The Herald office. 

PRINTING OF THE NEWSLETTER 
This newsletter is kindly printed by the 
staff  at the office of  Richard Riordan MP, 
member for Polwarth. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

“FILL IN THE GAPS” PHOTO DISPLAY & APPEAL - SCHOOLS 

During July we are appealing for any school photographs, including 
class photos, pictures of  school buildings, sports days etc.  

MONDAY 
3 JULY  

 GENERAL MEETING 2:00 PM (Please note the new time)  
Guest speaker, Anthropologist Heather Threadgold. Heather studied at 
Colac High School before undertaking a degree in Anthropology and is  
currently  working on her Phd which involves investigation of local areas. 

There will also be an update on the “Weekend of Family History” and reports from “Duty Called”  
and “Almost Forgotten” our current major projects. All members and non-members welcome. Please 
feel free to bring a friend. The meeting will be followed by a light afternoon tea, concluding by 4pm. 

TUESDAY 
8 AUGUST 

                          Spring Newsletter  
The Spring edition of Coladjins will be ready for collection. Please submit any 
stories or articles for the Spring newsletter by the end of August. 

FRIDAY 
15 SEPTEMBER 

MERIBA “OUR PIONEER STORIES” Competition closes 
Pioneer story writing competition closes and all entries forwarded 
to the Colac Writers’ Guild for judging.  See brochure for details. 

FRIDAY   
4 AUGUST 

“FILL IN THE GAPS” PHOTO DISPLAY & APPEAL - FAMILY GROUPS 

In September we area appealing for photographs of  family groups. 
In this section we will also accept local pictures without names. 

MONDAY 
4 SEPTEMBER  

“FILL IN THE GAPS” PHOTO DISPLAY & APPEAL - WEDDINGS 

In August we are appealing for any wedding photographs of  Colac 
district residents. The wedding need not have taken place in Colac.  

MONDAY 
7 AUGUST 

WRITING WORKSHOP  - HAZEL EDWARDS 

“How to Write a Non-Boring Family History 

Boutique Writers’ FestivalExpoBook Launch 
Announcement of Writing Competition Winner 

 

VAFHO Family History Expo 
 

ExhibitorsSpeakersPhoto displaysPrizes  
First 200 bookings receive a free show bag 

 

 

HISTORICAL TOURS, CEMETERY WALKS 
FAMILY REUNIONS 

 A day full of Family History Activities  
Visit the History Centre and take one of the tours 

FRIDAY  
20 OCTOBER 

 
 

SATURDAY  
21 OCTOBER 

 

SUNDAY  
22 OCTOBER 

 GENERAL MEETING 2:00 PM  
Presentations to Volunteers and unveiling of a special plaque. Review of the 
Weekend of Family History. Planning for 2018. Membership renewals.  

TUESDAY 
14 NOVEMBER 

 MEMBERSHIP DUE  
A new membership fee was passed at the AGM this year to simplify member-
ships. The annual rate is now $20 per person, payable by 31 October 2017. 

TUESDAY 
31 OCTOBER 
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WEEKEND OF FAMILY HISTORY  
HOW YOU CAN BE INVOLVED 

 

WRITE A STORY FOR THE MERIBA  
“OUR PIONEER STORIES” WRITING COMPETITION 

We are looking for stories of pioneers of the Colac district. See attached entry form for 
more information. Encourage friends or relatives to write one as well.  

 
SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT THE WRITING WORKSHOP 

Author Hazel Edwards is conducting a 3 hour workshop at the Boutique Writers  
Festival.  Book your ticket from July. Spread the word. 

Bring a friend. 
 
 

 
 

FIND OLD SCHOOL WEDDING OR FAMILY  
PHOTOGRAPHS AND HELP US “FILL IN THE GAPS” 

Photographs are a great conversation starter and there are lots of old 
photographs in cases and boxes, or stowed in sheds and attics. Help us 
seek them out and fill in the gaps in the collection. We have an  
extensive database of marriages records, including Geelong & District. Let’s see how many  
records we can match with photographs. Even if the photos don’t have names, bring them along anyway, let us 
take e a copy and keep a record of who and where they are from.  We will try identify the approximate date.    
In July we are having a drive for SCHOOL photos, August will be WEDDING photos and September, FAMILY groups. 

 
BECOME A VOLUNTEER  

HELP TO ORGANISE THE EVENT OR TO HELP ON THE WEEKEND 
This is going to be a great weekend for the Colac district. Call in and find out how you can be involved. There are a 

range of things you can be involved in. Come along and join the buzz. 
 

REGISTER THE SURNAMES IN YOUR FAMILY TREE /ORGANISE A REUNION 
Come in or email to register the surnames in your family tree. We encourage everyone to take part in the register 

and connect with others researching the same families.   Or organise a reunion. We can help. 



5 

 

LETTER from John Meredith 

YEO SCHOOL  - AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 
I was most interested in the Yeo State School  
article which appeared in the Autumn (Edition   
100) 2017 Newsletter.  (below) 

Miss Daphne Elizabeth (Bessie) Jones was my 
grandmother and I was not aware of the date she 
started at the school, so thank you for that  
information and also the photo which shows her 
in her younger days. Her brother Augustus (Gus) 
was a teacher as was her sister Olive, who spent 
most of her career at the Noorat and Mortlake 
State Schools. 'Gran' spoke fondly of her days at 
the Yeodene school, though I imagine it was  
difficult by today's standards! Her teaching ways 
revealed themselves to me in my early years -  
encouraging me to read, spell and do puzzles, 
praising an inquiring mind, and teaching me to 
play cribbage because 'it will help you with mental 
arithmetic'.   
I attach three photos from the photo album of 
Alan Robert (Bob) Meredith, her younger son 
and my father. Most likely captured with a Kodak 
Box Brownie, these photos are of the Yeodene 
State School probably taken in the late 1930's 
early 1940's. Two are of the front of the building 
and one of the rear. It can be seen that the  
building has been enlarged and a brick chimney 
added, since the 1912 photo. I would be  
interested to know when the 1912 building was 
enlarged/replaced.  

Also there is poster on the wall saying that  
VOTING is COMPULSORY, so perhaps it was 
being used as a polling booth at around the time 
the photos were taken.  

Unfortunately I do not recognise the two people 
in the third photo or when the photos were actu-
ally taken. 

Does the school still operate? Also, I wonder 
how the educational needs of the area were met 
between 1897 and 1912.  -   John Meredith 
NOTE: We appreciate the feedback from our newsletter. and 

the photos and information.  If there is anything else someone 
is able to share about the Irrewarra School or the Meredith 
family, please contact us at:  
Email: media@colacfamilyhistory.org.au or  
C&DFHG  PO Box 219 Colac 3250 
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W illiam Bradley appears to have had a 
rather chequered career as the Colac 

pound-keeper between 1864 and 1869. A read of 
Isaac Hebb’s book, “The History of Colac and  
District” pages 53 & 54, sheds more light on the 
general running of the Colac pound and its 
pound-keepers. In particular, Hebb’s mention of 
one pound-keeper making £500 a year. 

In 1865 William Bradley attended a meeting 
about the management of the Colac Town  
common (Geelong Advertiser 26 September, 1865, 
page 3)  which shows another side of him,  
including his close alignment with the Hills family 
(James & George Hills), as well as becoming quite 
vocal and having a bit of a biffo with J Austin. 
One of the managers of the town common at the 
time was J Anthony (possibly James) who was 
William’s brother in law. With this select group in 
charge of the town common and the pound,  
perhaps there were grumblings in town of their 
close associations. With the voting in of Colac 
policeman, G. Leek, it may have been hoped for a 
better running of the town common.  

   Almost Forgotten   Pre-1900 Burials in the Colac Cemetery 

William BRADLEY    by Alan Doyle 

Alan Doyle After undertaking 
research on several lines of his own 
family, including Thomas and 
Morrison, Alan has been lured into 
the “Amost Forgotten” project 
team and has already researched 
several Pre 1900 Colac burials, 
admitting that it is “addictive”.  
Although Alan lives in Melbourne, 
he is able to undertake the research by using on-line resources 
and has the assistance of other project team members to look up 
the Colac records.  We welcome Alan to the team and  

appreciate his contribution. 
If you enjoy research and would like to be part of the 
project, see the project contact details on page 2.  

Geelong Advertiser 14 September 1868 p3 

Record of William Bradley’s appointment as pound-keeper in 1864, replacing William Archer. It would appear that  

William Bradley’s time in the role was very lucrative and somewhat controversial. 

After all of this, the running of his own hotel was 
possibly a better career move for William. 

William Bradley of the Telegraph Hotel opened 
The Market Square Hotel, situated near the  
agricultural showgrounds in Colac, on the first of 
January, 1870. William died seventeen months  
after opening the hotel, leaving a wife and three 
young children. He was just 33 years old and is 
buried in  the Colac Cemetery. 

Facebook:: www.facebook.com/almostforgotten1900 
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SOCIAL MEDIA AND FAMILY HISTORY 

 W endy Newton started the family history 
journey about four years ago and has found 

it to be an addictive, consuming, exciting and 
frustrating obsession; however she wouldn’t 
change a minute of it. Wendy joined a Family 
History Group, researched at the library and 
joined facebook groups such as “Australian  
Genealogy”, “Family history 4 Beginners”, and “My 
Family Australia”.  
Wendy was researching her great aunt and uncle 
and their son Henry Baker who had died in Colac 
and according to his headstone, had a wife  
Dorothy and children Margaret and Peter. Wendy 
had no idea why he would have been in this area 
and decided to put this appeal on facebook: 

The name Henry Baker was familiar from  
research for a story on the Robinson family of 
Kawarren which had been featured in a recent 
issue of Coladjins. We contacted Wendy with the 
news that we believed Henry had been married to 
Dorothy Robinson and sent her a copy of the 
story. After a couple of phone calls to some of 
our older members, we were able to contact a 
descendant of Henry and ask permission to give 
Wendy her details. We were also able to provide a 
bit of information about how Henry and Dorothy 
met. By now email contact had been made and 
this message was sent to Wendy, less than two 
days after her original post on facebook. (edited) 

It is the right family. I have been in contact with 

a family member and she knew Harry (Henry) 

and would be very happy for you to phone her 

and apparently there are lots of photographs. 
 

She was working in Geelong when they met and 

they were married at Puckapunyal. They came 

back to Colac because her family were here. 

There are five children, most are still alive. 
 

Wendy made contact soon after and a few weeks 
later we received this message: I came to Colac today 

and met with Gloria and my 
cousins. We had a wonder-
ful day with  stories,  
laughter and lots of info 
that I had found out. Thank 
you for getting me in  
contact.      Wendy Newton 
 
Wendy, left, with her relatives 
in Colac that we helped her to 
find through social media. 

MYSTERY SOLVED REMARKABLE FIND 

Judy Moore with the 
cards she found 
through social media 
and drove to Brisbane 
to collect. 

J udy Moore recently 
brought some very 

precious additions to 
her family history  
collection into the  
History Centre .  
She had two decorative 
memorial cards that 
commemorated Daisy 
Ethel Heppell who died 2.5.1895 aged 4yrs & 8 
months and John Thomas Heppell who died 
26.9.1896 aged 9 weeks & 5 days. Daisy and John 
were the children of Robert Heppell and Agnes 
Kerr, former residents of the Colac area, and aunt 
and uncle of Judy’s mother, Lorna Heppell. 
However, the means by which she acquired the 
cards is most intriguing, and inspiring to all the  
researchers out there. In November last year, 
Judy was surprised to see, on the Facebook page 
“Genealogy, My Ancestor Came to Australia” a  
reference and photograph of the two cards,   
bearing her family name, Heppell. With the help 
of her daughter, Judy made an enquiry, and  
connected with Patricia Collett of an outer  
Brisbane suburb, and who was no relation! 
Some 15 years beforehand, Patricia had bought a 
box of books at a local garage sale and the cards 
were found hidden inside. They have remained in 
her possession over the years, safely tucked into 
the family Bible, until she decided to seek an 
owner through social media.  
Originally she posted the information on another 
facebook site “You Know you grew up on the Atherton 
Tablelands When” and it was later shared to the 
facebook page where it was seen by Judy. After 
making contact with Patricia, Judy drove to 
Queensland, in January, amid the heat of sum-
mer, to claim these precious items. They are 
beautifully decorated in gilt inscription on white 
cards, with embellishments of flowers, angels and 
verses, memorializing these special family  
members.                    Story by Diana McGarvie 
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LIBRARY TIDBITS 
BY ROBYN CURRIE, LIBRARIAN 

C an you imagine riding a bike along the Great Ocean Road? Many ride 
along the road each weekend these days. But what about riding it in 

1929? Theodore Wohlfahrt rode his bike from Geelong to Warrnambool and 
records it in a fascinating story with photographs.  
Those  living in the Colac region and often holidaying down the coast will be 
interested in “Diary of a bike ride along the Ocean Road,  
September 14th to 25th 1929”, an account of one man’s adventure and of peo-
ple met along the coastal road about ninety years ago, in the days when parts 
of the Ocean Road were just a narrow track. This short story is in pamphlet 
form, and, along with many other stories about families in the region, is  
available from the library for members to read.  

NEW BOOKS 
We have recently added the following to our small collection: 
The 'Long March' to Technical Education in Colac.  A history of the Colac Technical School by 
Trevor Jennings, and Life stories Colac; memories from South West Do Care members.  
This is a second title by South West Do Care and includes stories by local seniors, including those 
with surnames of BORWICK, CAVALIERI DE LORENZO, DEMASI, FERRY, FINLAY,  

HODGSON, HORNE, MACKRELL, MIRAGLIA, NELSON, NORMAN, PATINO, RANDALL, 
REID, SELL, SMITH, STEWART, TAIT,  TESTA, THORBURN AND WILLIAMS. 

LIBRARY ORGANISATION 
We are presently recording titles held in the library and putting them on the computers to make it a 
 bit easier for members to locate information when in the History Centre.  Rather than using the  
normal Dewey classification system to locate books on the shelves, we are using a colour spot system 
on the spine. Let us know how you go when looking for a book! 
As well as the library, Robyn is also administering research queries. There is now an email address for 
library and research queries: research@colacfamilyhistory.org.au. The email will be checked regularly. 

MERIBA SERVICE CLUB 
 WRITING COMPETITION  

We are pleased to announce 
that the writing competition, 
“Our Pioneer Stories” is being 
sponsored by the Meriba  
Service Club of Colac. Total prize money of 
$250 will be awarded to the competition winners.  
The three categories are: Best Story by a family 
member.  Best Story by a non-family member 
and Best Story by a person under 18 years old.  

Stories will be published in a 
book which will be launched 
and winners of the writing 
competition announced, 
during the Boutique Writer’s 
Festival on Friday 20th  
October, in Colac Library. 
Entry form attached or 
available at the History  
Centre and Library. 

FAMILY HISTORIES 
Our volunteers regularly have the opportunity to 
help people with their family history research, 
often providing access to resources that are not 
available elsewhere or that are new to them.  
We also share information about resources that 
our researchers have found helpful, such as 
TROVE or the Public Records Office, and assist 
by giving lessons on their use if necessary.  
This is free to members and for non-members 
there is a very reasonable research fee of $10 per 
hour at the centre, which gives access to the  
complete collection. Volunteers also carry out 
research on behalf of  people living away from 
the district at a starting 
rate of $30.  
Copies of the completed 
family histories are often 
donated to the collection 
as references and these 
are gratefully accepted.  

mailto:research@colacfamilyhistory.org.au
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ALFRED ALDOLPHUS BRENNAN 

O n April 25, 1917 Alfred Aldophus Brennan 
died at Becourt in France. Born in 1876 in 

Portarlington, Fred, as he was known, was one of 
three sons of  Garrett Brennan and Margaret 
McGrath to enlist and serve in the AIF. Fred had 
been a teenager when the family moved to the 
Colac district and had soon established a  
reputation as a fine footballer, playing for  
Cororooke and Colac.  
Fred’s father had died in 1902 after selling the 
Corunnun farm where he had been credited as 
one of the first to introduce onion growing to the 
district. The family had endured the tragic  
drowning of Fred’s 15 year old brother in Lake 
Corangamite in 1896 and two years later lost 
more than 30 tons of straw in a fire. 
At some stage before enlisting, Fred went to 
Queensland and it was at Brisbane where he 
enlisted in February 1916. 
Stephen Brooks and Merrill O’Donnell who have 
been researching the histories of all of the local 
men who died in the First World War, contacted 

Remembering our WW1 Servicemen and Servicewomen 

the Brennan Family seeking information and, if 
possible, a photograph of Fred.  
Discussions were held with several family  
members and Paul Brennan from Melbourne, 
who was particularly interested in the story of his 
great uncle Alfred, decided to come to Colac to 
find out more and made a decision to attend the  
Colac Dawn Service on ANZAC Day 2017, the 
centenary of his death. 
When Paul came into the History Centre prior to 
ANZAC Day, he was shown the crosses that 
would be put placed in the rose garden in front of 
the memorial, with the name and date of death of 
all of the local soldiers who died in 1917.  
Paul offered to get up before dawn on the 25th 
April to help the small team who put the crosses 
in place. At 4 am they met at the Colac memorial 
and quietly worked away, setting up 138 crosses 
in alphabetical order, reflecting that the chilling 
temperature and driving rain were minor,  
temporary hardships compared to what the men 
in the trenches would have had to endure. 
 
 
 
 

Paul and Helen Brennan visit the History Centre 

Paul helping with the crosses before the Dawn Service (above) 
The memorial a the dawn service and later on ANZAC Day 
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VISITORS & BITS AND PIECES 

INTERSTATE VISITORS 

Graham and Vicki Jorgenson recently made the 
trip from Queensland to Colac to fill in some gaps 
in their family history research and to visit some 
of the locations where their ancestors lived.  
Graham’s great, great grandparents were Thomas 
Collins & Ellen Collins (nee Dwyer) who arrived 
in Colac in 1849, & by 1856 lived in Irrewarra. 
Thomas died in 1891 & Ellen in 1881 and both 
are buried in the Colac Cemetery. 

LIFE STORIES  
Madeleine McCarney, Executive Officer of South 
West DoCare presented a copy of their recently 
launched book, Life Stories, to add to our library.  

HISTORIC PLATES 
 

Sisters Helen Meyer and Wendy McLeod called 
into the History to donate some plates that had 
been brought to Australia with their ancestors 

more than 150 years ago. The plates have been in 

constant use and finished up in Western  

Australia until a recent decision was made to 

donate them to the Colac Historical Society, in 

recognition of where the pioneers of their family 

had first settled. Helen and Wendy were also 

thrilled to see a story of another ancestor in our 

book, Pioneer Days, A Woman’s Life. 

CHRISTMAS GIVING 

Money raised at last year’s combined Christmas 
dinner was recently presented to Maree Coates, 
CEO of  The Long Road Appeal on behalf of the 
Family History Group and Historical Society.   

LOCAL PAINTING DISCOVERED OVERSEAS 

John Hayden recently donated a painting of a 
Colac area scene which he surprisingly picked up 
in a market during an overseas trip.  
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VISITORS, NEWS & OTHER BITS AND PIECES 

GENERAL MEETINGS (and an apology) 

There was an excellent turn up for our May 
General meeting and we owe an apology to 
everyone who came. We were not as  
organised as usual, with the unforeseen  
absences of our President and Secretary. Liz 
Spence stepped in and presided over the 
meeting but unfortunately there was some 
confusion about the start time and the  
publicised speaker also did not eventuate. 
We did, however have thorough updates of 
the major programs, “Almost Forgotten - Pre 
1900 burials”,  and “Duty Called”. A  

discussion also followed about the Weekend of Family History in October, the Pioneer Story Writing 
Competition, Hazel Edwards workshop and the Cemetery Tours, where a couple of volunteers will 
don some 19th century clothing and lead groups through the cemetery, pausing to tell stories about 
the people buried there. The Mother’s day Raffle draw and a lovely afternoon tea followed. 

The next General Meeting will be held on August 8 at 
the History Centre  and will start at 2pm. 
Heather Threadgold, past Colac High School student is the 
guest speaker. Heather’s background is anthropology 
and she is doing her PhD with the School of  
Architecture and Urban Landscape as it ties the two aspects 
of her work from the past 14 years.  
Heather is “looking at 15 Aboriginal stone installations in  
Australia, mainly in Victoria along the Volcanic Plains as well as 
sites in QLD SA, and NSW. I look at the immediate site in terms 
of three layers of landscape, ancient, Aboriginal man-made and  
European man-made and how this has been utilised”    
We look forward to seeing everyone at the August meeting. 

MOTHERS’ DAY RAFFLE 
Joycelyn Sammut was the lucky winner of the 
Mothers’ Day raffle this year. Joycelyn was so 
excited when she received the news that she  
immediately jumped in her car and came to the 
History Centre to be presented with her prize, 
which included a one hundred dollar voucher 

HER PLACE EXHIBITION 
 

.An exhibition at COPACC during late May and 
early June recognises and celebrates ten  
remarkable Victorian women, including Colac’s 
Diane Wright. Colac is only one of three sites to 
experience this innovative portrayal of the lives 
and achievements of  these amazing women. 
The family history group is proud to be involved. 

The Her Place team pictured on the opening night 
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 Memories…  

Thanks to these organisations for their ongoing support 

DISCLAIMER: Contributions to this newsletter are accepted in good faith and the committee does 
not accept responsibility for the accuracy of information of submitted articles nor opinions expressed 

Ph: 0448 468 924 

Colac Otway Performing Arts & Cultural Centre 

2 - 6 Rae Street  Colac  Ph: 03 5232 2077 

The Colac Herald 
37 - 41 Bromfield Street, Colac  Ph: 03 52315322 

Colac Otway Shire 
2 - 6 Rae Street Colac  Ph: 03 52339400 

http://www.parsarnerwebdesign.com/ 

This wonderful photograph of Grade IV 1937 of Colac State School pupils was recently donated to us by 
Ethel Howard who found it among possessions that she had the responsibility for after a relative died. 
Many of the students’ names were provided, and we are hoping that some of our members can fill in the gaps. 
Back Row: ___, Ted Taylor, Alan Cowley, Max Farquharson, ___, Barry McMillan, ___, ___, ___ , Keith 
Walsh, Murray Doyle,  
2nd Row: Jean Dalton, Marjoria McTaggett, Verna Squires, Judith Westwood, Valerie Breen, Margaret Harlow, 
Betty Howard, Peg Beasley, ___ Kathleen Peart, Margaret Peart 
3rd Row: Ruby Medew, Norma Gillies, ___, Kathleen Rose, Patty Slade, Ailsa Galliers, Margaret Menzies, 
Betty Gillies, Florence Squires, Joyce Young, Dorothy Evans, Molly Longmore 
Front Row: ___, ___, ___, Ray Baddock, Doug Gibson, Wickie Thompson, Max Tolliday, ___, Ken Howard 
David Doyle 


